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For immediate release:  SaveMenlo, the grass roots organization behind Yes on M, 
takes great pride in announcing that the Sierra Club has endorsed Kelly Fergusson, 
Kristin Duriseti and Drew Combs for Menlo Park City Council.  These candidates are 
challenging the three sitting incumbents in the November election.  The Sierra Club 
endorsed Yes on Measure M in early August.  
 
 “The Sierra Club's endorsement process involves questionnaires, personal interviews 
and then extensive internal discussion and review. Our concluding decision for Menlo 
Park is that Kelly Fergusson, Kristin Duriseti and Drew Combs will move the city forward 
with an environmentally consistent focus.” Mike Ferreira, Executive Committee Member 
of the Loma Prieta Chapter of the Sierra Club. 
 
Measure M closes loopholes in the 2012 Downtown Specific Plan that were exploited by 
Stanford and Greenheart Development Company in their recent proposals to build 
massive office complexes on Menlo Park’s El Camino Real corridor.  These projects 
serve the interests of developers while leaving residents to deal with rush-hour traffic 
jams and neighborhood cut-through traffic. 
 
“Measure M ensures that development in Menlo Park is reflective of the Specific Plan’s 
underlying Vision of a vibrant, balanced mix of shops, services, restaurants, residences, 
senior housing, offices, and open space,” said Kelly Fergusson, former Mayor and 
current Council candidate challenging the incumbents. “If elected, Kristin, Drew and I 
will put the well being of the residents over the financial interests of developers.” 
 
Over 2500 Menlo Park residents signed the petition to place Measure M on the ballot.  It 
is supported by residents throughout all of Menlo Park’s neighborhoods, ten former 
Mayors, local business owners, and the Sierra Club. 
 
“Measure M is necessary because the City Council has been unwilling to close the 
Specific Plan’s loopholes.  Residents and the Sierra Club have repeatedly implored the 
Council to keep development true to the Plan’s Vision of balanced growth.  The City 
Council has not listened.  We are excited that such qualified and responsive candidates 
are running for Council,” said Perla Ni, spokesperson for Yes on M.   
 



 

 

Background on Measure M 
 
In 2012, the City of Menlo Park adopted a “Specific Plan” which liberalized the zoning rules for 
properties located along El Camino Real and the business district of Santa Cruz Avenue.  After 
adoption, the City received two large development proposals which together intend to build over 
400,000 SF of office space along the City’s El Camino corridor1.  This raised concerns in the 
community that the large concentration of office would create large negative impacts, including 
significantly increased rush hour and cut through traffic while providing little or no benefit to 
Menlo Park residents.  It was also felt that the proposals were not in keeping with the Specific 
Plan’s underlying vision of balanced, mixed-use development that includes retail, services, 
hotels, and offices.  In reaction to these proposals, a group of residents petitioned the City 
Council to modify the Specific Plan to ensure that development was in keeping with the Specific 
Plan’s Vision and Goals of a thirty year, mixed-use build-out.  When the City Council was 
unwilling to make these changes, the residents gathered sufficient signatures to force Council to 
bring the issue to the voters. 
 
The Initiative (Measure M) closes loopholes in the Menlo Park’s 2012 Specific Plan and re-
balances development to be more in line with the Specific Plan's vision of balanced development 
that serves the needs of Menlo Park residents (http://www.menlopark.org/183/El-Camino-Real-
Downtown-Vision-Plan).  Measure M makes three primary changes to the Specific Plan: 

1. Corrects the definition of open space to exclude private balconies, rooftops etc. 
2. Limits the amount of office space per development to 100,000 SF. 
3. Limits total amount of office in downtown to the maximum office-build-out in the EIR 

publically presented (240,000 SF.) 
 
Other than these three changes, the City Council retains complete control over all aspects of the 
Specific Plan.  If the City Council wishes to approve development exceeding the maximum 
474,000 SF presented in the Specific Plan’s traffic, fiscal, and environmental impact reports, this 
would require a one-time vote by residents.  

The limits in Measure M mirror the “maximum development” in the Specific Plan’s “Illustrative 
Plan” that was studied by the EIR2 and FIA3, includes a mix of housing (680 units), hotel (380 
rooms), retail (91,800 SF) and commercial office (240,820 SF).  This mix was designed to fulfill 
the Specific Plan’s goals and bring daytime, evening and weekend vibrancy to downtown Menlo 
Park.  This is in sharp contrast to the current development proposals which will bring increases 
in rush hour traffic, few retail opportunities for residents, and large dead zones on nights and 
weekends. 
 
The petition to place Measure M on the ballot was signed by over 2500 residents.  It is supported 
by ten former Mayors and numerous current and former City Commissioners. 
 
1 Proposals from Stanford University and Greenheart Development Company 

                                                
1 Proposals from Stanford University and Greenheart Development Company 
2 http://www.menlopark.org/162/Environmental-Impact-Report page 3-11  
3 Financial Impact Analysis - http://www.menlopark.org/DocumentCenter/View/368 
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